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History by the bagful - 
Olcb printer proofs reveal ~ashville companl's legacy, a colorful slice of qmericma . . 4  

Entrepreneur William Kantz Jr. 
is letting his story out~of the 
"bag" as he eds light on the col- 
orful lega t of a Nashville 
business.It's all about textile 
bags, manufactured by the mil- 
lions during nearly aU of the 20th 
century by the W-an Bag Co. 

' 'its p&ucts, akd today they are 
nationally. listed as "J&storic9'. 
During ifs peak ye& in t$e, 

W d s l l  employed appr$,tely 
1,200 workers. The company quit 
making cloth, bags in the 1990s 
and today, @own as Wer;than 
Packaging Inc., makes paper bags 
mainly for the pet productslldus- 
try. 

"The artwork that William has 
wonderful. 1 

\ . . 
"1t.was like inadvertently comipg upon a shipwreck in the 

ocean as a diver, and you find a chest full of gold,%id Kantz, 36. "I 
' went on funher to the second floor and there I also found about 30 or 
40 wooden bins ffled with thesk unique prints ... One old printer proof 
after another. I couldn't ' 'ieve it. I thougl , " D 

R e  has inventoried them t 1 1 ~ " '  T k 

Ithem together." t 

The wheek in Kantz's head were spinning. The anti*? 

m. 
:, company name, quality of the print, graded them h m  good city, 

to pmdentified the number of colors ahd given each a descripfion," 
h e s a  . printer proofs ~ a n t z  found were special copies that printers kept that 

showed exactly what was printed on the burlap andwhite-cotton fab- 
ric bags used for packaging foodstuffs such as sugar, seeds, beans, 
meal and milled flour. 

- - -. Kantz now has twoaWeb sites; www.printerproofs.com that . 

* has a gallery of the proofs and ~ww.americanartimages.col;n that of- 
fers limited reproductions ($35) and open reproductions ($10) of se- 
lected colorful, printer - - - -- . 

proofs as well as their im- .I L - . 
.. .ages on coffee mugs ($7) 

- .  These printer 
G. :I, 2roofs measure 18 by 

24 inches and many - . .  
&d T-shirts ($1 8). He has :ontain signaures, 

dates and information 
on companies that or- 
dered them. The art- 
work is laden with 

n o s w i c  scent%, rep- 

submitted the proofs to the 
United S&S Postal Ser- 
vice for consideration as a 
limited s-ollection. 
'7 tbinkI have akood shot' 
They have 12 criteria and 
the proofs meet all o? 

resenting hundreds of 
companies and their 
products from the past 
such as Nashville's 
Martha White Flour to 
the Boiling Fork Mill 
in Winchester, Tenn. 

them," the entrepreneur 
said. He hopes to display 
some of the printer proofs 
next year at Nashville In- 
ternational Airport. 
.cONIBNT FDlTED DUE TO s m  
RESnXTIONS!' 
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go. Box 159072 
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615-456-4648 

, REP,EArER J 
ings were built in the 
1860s apd 1880s 

. s - f'4A!Un .. - - ' where the ~ i r t h a n  - Bpg Co. churned out 
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