NASHVILLE,

v fennes

SEemy

TENNESSEA

A GANNETT
NEWSPAPER

VYOLUME 100, NO. 195 6 SECTIONS

Repeateris the t:ﬂe of thts ﬂtustra—
tion, used in 1949 by the Went-
worth Caldwell Co.

By ALAN BOSTICK
Staff Writer

If you're traveling through
Nashville International Airport
this summer, you're also invited,
free of charge, to travel back in
time — if only for a few minutes.

Through Aug. 29, an exhibit
titled Werthan Bag: A Nashville
Legacy is on view on the Con-
course Connector for ticketed
passengers. It features some 20
highly stylized images of tradi-
tional American life in the mid-
dle decades of the last century.

The images on view — depict-
ing everything from a woman
holding a rose to a bucking mule
—— are in fact printer proofs once
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Art is in the bag at Nashville airport

used to decorate the burlap
and cotton bags made by the
old Werthan Bag and Burlap
Company to hold flour, seed
and other foodstuffs. The images
chosen for the airport show
were used mainly between 1940
and 1970.
“There’s a lot of nostalgia
and history here,” said Caroline
Carlisle of the Metropolitan
Nashville Airport Authority.
She coordinated the show
for the Arts at the Airport pro-
gram, a series of art exhibits and
live music performances spon-
sored by the airport with help
from the Metro and state arts
comimissions.

Getting there

Werthan Bag: A Nashville
Legacy continues on view
through Aug. 29 on the Con-
course Connector of Nashville
international Airport. Because
the show is in a secured area,
only ticketed passengers can
view it. For more information on

' the Arts at the Airport program,

call 275-1614 or go online at
www.flynashville.com.

These prints were discovered,

quite by chance, in late 1999 in
the basement of the Werthan
Building on Eighth Avenue
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North. Entrepreneur William
Kantz Jr. was there at the discov-
ery, acquired the prints and pro-
vided them for the airport show.

The artwork has been
described by Tony Werthan,
chairman of Werthan Packaging
Inc., which today makes paper
bags for the pet products indus-
try, as “classic Americana.”

The work “depicts an era that
we won't see again, of family
businesses and hundreds and
hundreds of small companies,”
‘Werthan said. @

Alan Bostick writes on the fine arts and
books for The Tennessean. He can be
reached at 259-8038 or via e-mail at
abostick@tennessean.com.

NASHVILLE ROLLER MILLS
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This image from 1858 once
adormed a bag of flour produced
by Nashville Roller Mills. It's part
of a show now on view at Nash-
ville International Airport.



